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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of selecting a battery for a vehicle comprising: 
identifying a plurality of batteries; 

obtaining ratings for a plurality of characteristics for each of 
the plurality of batteries; 

obtaining information relating to the usage of the vehicle; 

and 

identifying a battery for use with the vehicle based on the 
ratings and the information relating to the usage of the vehicle. 

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of identifying a 
plurality of batteries utilizes information obtained regarding at least one of 
the make, model, and year of manufacture of the vehicle. 

3. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of obtaining ratings 
for a plurality of characteristics includes utilizing at least one of a lookup 
table and a database. 

4. The method of Claim 1 wherein the plurality of 
characteristics includes at least one of cold cranking capability, heat 
resistance, reserve capacity, vibration resistance, and cycle capability. 

5. The method of Claim 1 wherein the plurality of 
characteristics include at least one of an economic characteristic and a 
warranty characteristic. 

6. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of obtaining 
information relating to the usage of a vehicle comprises obtaining 
information related to at least one of location of vehicle use, the amount 
of vehicle use, the environment in which the vehicle is used, and the use 
of accessories with the vehicle. 
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7. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of obtaining 
information relating to the usage of a vehicle comprises obtaining 
information relating to maintenance of the battery and the amount of time 
the vehicle will be owned. 

8. The method of Claim 1 further comprising obtaining 
information relating to at least one of the desired cost of the battery and 
the desired warranty of the battery, wherein the step of identifying a 
battery for use with the vehicle comprises utilizing the information relating 
to at least one of the desired cost of the battery and the desired warranty 
of the battery. 

9. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of identifying a 
battery for use with the vehicle comprises providing at least one 
weighting factor based on the information relating to the usage of the 
vehicle. 

10. The method of Claim 9 wherein the step of identifying a 
battery for use with the vehicle comprises applying the at least one 
weighting factor to at least one of the ratings. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 0 wherein the step of applying the at 
least one weighting factor comprises multiplying at least one of the 
ratings by the at least one weighting factor to provide weighted ratings 
for the plurality of characteristics. 

1 2. The method of Claim 1 1 wherein the step of identifying a 
battery for use with the vehicle comprises summing the weighted ratings 
for each of the plurality of characteristics for each of the plurality of 
batteries. 
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13. The method of Claim 12 wherein the step of identifying a 
battery for use with the vehicle comprises ranking the plurality of 
batteries based on the sum of the weighted ratings for each of the 
plurality of batteries. 

14. A method of identifying an optimal battery for an application 
comprising: 

identifying a plurality of batteries for use in the application; 
obtaining ratings for a plurality of characteristics for each of 
the plurality of batteries; 

obtaining information relating to usage characteristics of the 

application; 

weighting a plurality of the ratings based on the information 
relating to usage characteristics of the application; and 

utilizing the weighted ratings to identify an optimal battery 
for the application. 

15. The method of Claim 14 wherein the application comprises a 
vehicle. 

1 6. The method of Claim 1 5 wherein the step of identifying a 
plurality of batteries utilizes information obtained regarding at least one of 
the make, model, and year of the vehicle. 

17. The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of obtaining 
ratings for a plurality of characteristics includes utilizing at least one of a 
lookup table and a database. 

18. The method of Claim 14 wherein the plurality of 
characteristics includes at least one of cold cranking capability, heat 
resistance, reserve capacity, vibration resistance, and cycle capability. 
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19. The method of Claim 14 wherein the plurality of 
characteristics include at least one of an economic characteristic and a 
warranty characteristic. 

20. The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of obtaining 
information relating to the usage of a vehicle comprises obtaining 
information related to at least one of location of use, the amount of use, 
the environment in which the use will occur, and the use of accessories 
with the application. 

21 . The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of obtaining 
information relating to the usage characteristics of the application 
comprises obtaining information relating to maintenance of the battery. 

22. The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of weighting a 
plurality of the ratings comprises providing a weighting factor based on at 
least part of the information relating to usage characteristics. 

23. The method of Claim 22 wherein the step of weighting a 
plurality of the ratings comprises applying at least one weighting factor to 
a rating to provide a weighted rating. 

24. The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of utilizing the 
weighted ratings to identify an optimal battery comprises totaling the 
weighted ratings for the plurality of characteristics for each of the 
plurality of batteries. 

25. The method of Claim 14 further comprising presenting at 
least one of pricing information, coupon information, sales promotion 
information, promotional information, information relating to associated 
products, warranty information, and order information. 
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26. A system for selecting a battery comprising: 

a user interface for facilitating input of information relating to 
a type of vehicle and the use of the vehicle; and 

an electronic system for identifying a plurality of batteries for 
use with the vehicle, obtaining ratings of a plurality of characteristics for 
the plurality of batteries, and identifying one of the plurality of batteries 
as most appropriate based on the ratings and the information relating to 
the use of the vehicle. 

27. The system of Claim 26 wherein the information relating to a 
type of vehicle comprises at least one of a make, model, and year of a 
vehicle. 

28. The system of Claim 26 wherein the information relating to 
the use of the vehicle comprises at least one of the mileage of the vehicle 
and the location in which the vehicle is intended to be used. 

29. The system of Claim 28 wherein the information relating to 
the location in which the vehicle is intended to be used comprises a zip 
code. 

30. The system of Claim 26 wherein the information relating to 
the use of the vehicle comprises a driving profile for the vehicle. 

31 . The system of Claim 26 wherein the driving profile comprises 
at least one of the amount of miles to be accumulated in a defined period, 
an environment in which the vehicle is intended to be used, and the 
weather in the location where the vehicle is intended to be used. 

32. The system of Claim 26 wherein the plurality of 
characteristics comprise at least one of a cold cranking capability, a heat 
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resistance, a reserve capacity, a vibration resistance, and a cycling 
capability of the battery. 

33. The system of Clainn 26 further comprising a display for 
presenting information to a user of the system. 

34. The system of Claim 26 wherein the display presents 
questions to the user that are configured to elicit information relating to 
the use of the vehicle. 

35. The system of Claim 26 wherein the electronic system 
comprises a computing device. 

36. The system of Claim 26 wherein the electronic system 
includes an analysis module configured to provide weighting factors for at 
least a plurality of the ratings. 

37. The system of Claim 36 wherein the analysis module is 
configured to apply the weighting factors to the plurality of ratings. 

38. The system of Claim 26 wherein the system is implemented 
in a retail environment. 

39. The system of Claim 26 wherein the system utilizes a 
network to obtain the ratings. 

40. The system of Claim 26 wherein the system is accessible 
over a computer network. 

41 . , The system of Claim 26 further comprising at least one input 
device for facilitating input of information and selected from a mouse, a 
roller bail, a touch pad, a touch screen, a keyboard, and a light pen. 
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42. The system of Claim 26 wherein the user interface is 
configured to display additional information relating to at least one of 
sales promotions, pricing, warranty, associated products, product 
ordering, product availability, and coupons. 
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